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In my last two lectures J have laid before you what I believe to be most 
valuable practical remarks, on the most frequent puerperal diseases 
which occur in private practice. I have to notice, very briefly, in this, 
one or two terrific forms of these diseases which, fortunately, occur 
more rarely, which, however, sometimes occur eptdemicall „ and thus 
lead to one of the most heart-rending events which a medical 

tioner can ever witness, and which are especially seen in lying-in hos- 
pitals. They are the following. . 

Sorrenine or tHe Utervus.—I. The History and Symptoms. 
When, after rigors, and fever, and with pain in the hy rium, and sup- 
pression of the lochia, there are symptoms like those of the sinking state, 
softening and destruction of the substance of the uterus may be suspected; 
the countenence becomes pallid, cold and collapsed ; the pulse extremely 

nt and small; there is a hurried state of the respiration, anxiety 
prostration, and other typhoid symptoms. 

Il. The Morbid Anatomy consists in a softened, broken texture of 
the substance of the uterus, with a ſœtid sanious exudation from inc 
sions made into it. , 

INFLAMMATION OF THE The General Symptoms in 
this formidable disease are typhoid, and very similar to those just de- 
tailed. There is usually peritonitis, and sometimes pleuritis; but there 
are not the secondary abscesses, &c., observed in phlebitis. 

Putesitis.—The important distinction in regard to uterine as in 
other forms of phlebitis, is between—1. The Adhesive ; and 2. The 

ive. In the former, the effects are localised. Uterine phle- 

bitis of the adhesive character is attended by local pain and tenderness. 
occurrence of crural phlebitis seems to constitute the disease for- 
merly termed the 3 

Putecmasia Dol This disease is distinguished by in the 
situation of the iliac and inguinal veins, with tension and swelling, after- 
wards pursuing their course down the thigh. ‘The femoral vein is some- 
times Eu like a cord, and the swelling is white, tense, elastic, painſul 
and tender. lis treatment consists in local bloodletting in the course of 
the inflamed vein—a strict attention to the diet, bowels, e. hee 

The latter is a far more formidable and fatal disease. It is denoted 

typhoid symptoms, and by external suppure- 


— 
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tive inflammation of the integuments, or of the eye; whilst abscesses 
form internally in the brain, the lobules of the lungs and liver, in the 
spleen, in the joints, in the muscular substance, &c. It is usually un- 
attended by peritonitis. 

Besides these, puerperal peritonitis is sometimes epidemic, and thus 
it is far more virulent in character and more fatal. ‘The general princi- 
ples of treatment are the same; they must be adopted more energeti- 
cally, however, whilst the indolent or peculiar character of the epidemic, 
in reference to the effects of remedies and the organic changes, are care- 


fully studied. 


I shall occupy the rest of this lecture by requesting your particular 
attention to a few points not usually, I think, treated of in lectures or 
works on practice, although you will find them very important. 

First, let me earnestly beg you to study, carefully, the circumstances 
of the 82 state in health; you will thus have a point of com- 
parison to determine what is, and what is not, malady, in the milder or 
more insidious forms of puerperal disease. 

Remember what has taken place: pregnancy, with the bodily and 
mental sufferings and anxieties natural to it in its early and later periods, 
has been followed by parturition ; that is, pain, fatigue, loss of blood, 
removal of the pressure induced by the gravid uterus ; sometimes much 
mental anxiety, sometimes long-continued loss of rest, injury of struc- 
ture, &c. &c. A state of complicated exhaustion and shock exists in 
every case: in most cases this subsides into that of health; but in too 
many, alas, it goes on to malady. What are the early signs of safety 
or of danger? How important, how anxious a question, is this! 

There is almost always a certain degree of febrile movement; perha 
a little chill, perspiration, frequency of pulse, delirium, tenderness in 
the uterine region, &c. But let me warn you, earnestly, always to 
watch, with the utmost anxiety, continued frequency of pulse. 
disease is forming, is formed, generally, if the pulse remains at one hun- 
dred. Chills or rigor, dry heat of skin, delirium, tenderness in the hy- 
pogastric region—these, too, are symptoms to be watched, to be care- 
watched. 

n early diagnosis is everything. In cases of doubt, however, take 
care that there is no source of gastric, of intestinal, or of mental irrita- 
tion; no exertion, no fatigue ; wait and watch most earnestly. If there 
be the fear of hidden inflammation, I know not what you can do, but 
most cautiously to adopt the plan of bloodletting, which I have recom- 
mended to you so frequently, so urgently :—1. ie will be safe, the quan- 
tity of blood taken being neither greater nor less than the patient will 
bear and the disease require; and, 2. It will cast a vivid ray of light 
upon the nature and degree of the disease—upon the diagnosis. Lastly ; 
it will assist you, and it will succor the patient, in cases of great diffi- 
culty and danger. I have heard of some recent criticisms upon this sub- 
ject; but I have never heard one single intellectual observation in oppo- 
sition to my proposal. I will venture to say that you will, in your fu- 
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action. 

In the second place, I wish to warn you that bloodletting, instituted 
on the former principles, has proved suddenly, unexpectedly fatal. 
What a commentary on the criticisms to which I have adverted ! 

In order that no caution may be wanting to guide the young physician 
in the treatment of puerperal diseases, and in order that the full value of 
the mode of „r which has been recommended, and that the 
precautions which are necessary in carrying it into effect, may be felt, I 
think it right to adduce, in this place, several cases of the fatal effects of 
inconsiderate bloodletting, in puerperal diseases. 

Cases or Fatan cases illustrate several 
ints of great practical importance; an „the danger of the repeti 
San of the bloodletting, in cases which have been relieved by .— 
remedies, as a preventive merely; in such cases, all inflammation, if it 
existed, having subsided, a chief source of safety in the use of the lan- 
cet, as well as of the necessity for it, is removed, and the patient will be 
very apt to fall a prey to the further loss of blood. This is exemplified 
in the first and second cases about to be adduced. In the second place, 
I consider the particular danger of an unguarded use of the lancet, in 
cases not inflammatory, to be exemplified in the third case, which was 
clearly one of intestinal irritation, and not of inflammation. The last 
case is a sad instance of an inconsiderate bloodletting, and it is to be 
hoped that few such examples have occurred, although, I confess, that 
in the prevailing mania for bloodletting, even such cases should not greatly 


surprise us. 

The first of these cases presents the phenomena of a rather gradual 
sinking, from a fatal bloodletting. | 

Mrs. ——, aged 30, had been affected with what appeared to be a 
slight attack of influenza; she was seized with rigor, and suon afterwards 
the pains of labor came on, and issued in delivery in about fifteen hours, 
at nine o’clock, A. M., which was followed by much fever, the counte- 
nance being flushed, the pulse frequent, and the breathing difficult with 
incessant cough ; these symptoms increased towards evening and in the 
night, and about forty ounces of blood were drawn from the arm at two 
bloodlettings, and the next morning twelve leeches were applied to the 
chest with great relief. In the evening a blister was applied. 

The night was passed more comfortably ; she a little and was 
cheerful, and continued relieved in the morning. As a preventive 
against a relapse, however, three teacupfuls of blood were taken. The 
patient became faint during the flow of the blood—sank from that time, 
and never again rallied ; she became extremely feeble and could scarcely 
articulate, and from being cheerful the day before, was now im 
with the conviction of approaching dissolution, and expressed herself as 
unable to recover from the last bleeding. During this day, Saturday, 
and during the two succeeding days, there was a state of extreme ex- 
haustion—and still a sense of load at the chest, and pain of the side. 

On Tuesday the countenance was observed sometimes to flush to a 


deep scarlet, and then to become quite pallid, and a profuse perspiration 
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frequently ran down the face ; the pulse was extremely frequent, and 
the pain —. on coughing ; there was no delirium, though she awoke 
hurried from sleeps which she described as“ — like death.“ 

During the four following days there was little obvious change; dis- 
tressing faintings usually came on about two or three o'clock, P. M. 
On the Sunday she became drowsy, and evidently more sinking ; this 
state continued to increase, and she died in the evening of the suc- 
Abe ewig presents ple of the fatal 

ing case an exam tal event superven- 
92 on the use of the lancet. 
rs. — was of a pale and sallow complexion and weakly consti- 
tution. Six days before her confinement of her first child, she was 
awoke in the night by severe pain of the head confined to one spot. 
This pain continued several hours, when Mrs. —— applied to her ac- 
coucheur ; she was completely relieved by losing sixteen ounces of 
blood followed by purgative medicine, and she continued well. 

Mrs. ’s labor occurred on September Ist, 1817, and was rather 
tedious, but natural, and she had no complaint until the second day, 
when she experienced a second attack of pain in the head, but less vio- 
lent than the previous one. She was seen six hours after this attack ; 
she then complained of pain and beating of the head, about the ante- 
rior part of the right parietal bone ; the skin was hot, and the pulse fre- 
quent and strong. Sixteen ounces of blood were taken from the arm, 
leeches ordered to be applied to the temples, and an enema and purga- 
tive medicine were prescribed. 

In three hours’ time Mrs. —— was again visited, and it was deemed 
2 to abstract more blood. Six or eight ounces were thereſore 
taken; faintishness was induced, and the symptoms were little abated. 
On the succeeding morning, September the 4th, the symptoms still 
remained the same ; the surface was hot ; the bowels had been purged, 
and the evacuations were natural. The saline mixture was ordered. 
At noon, the symptoms remaining as before, the purgative medicine was 
repeated, and a blister was applied. in the evening, the evacuation of 
the bowels was satisfactory ; the pain of the head was not severe, but 
there were much beating and a rushing noise; there was restlessness ; 
and a teasing, irritative cough. A draught with thirty drops of the 
tinctura opii was administered. 

The next morning, September the 5th, Mrs. —— expressed herself 
as being much better from having enjoyed comfortable sleep. The sur- 
face was still hot, and the head still affected as before. In the evening, 
there was a degree of tenderness in the region of the uterus; she 
dreaded the idea of being bled, from the faintishness she had before ex- 
perienced from it, and said it would certainly kill her. 

On the „ of the 6th, the pain in the region of the uterus was 
relieved, the head was affected as before, the window was kept _ 
for want of air. In the evening Mrs complained of being faint 
and low. A mixture with camphor and sulphuric ether was prescribed. 

On the 7th, the irritative cough again occurred; the pulse was fre- 
quent, from 120 to 130; and the other symptoms remained unabated. 
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A physician was consulted. Sixteen ounces of blood were directed to 
be taken from the arm ; a grain of calomel was given every tbree hours, 
and the effervescing medicine was ordered. : 

On the morning of the 8th, Mrs. appeared to be relieved in 
every respect ; the heat of surface and * of the head were diminished ; 
the blood presented the buffy coat. It was thought proper to abstract 
more blood, as the last bleeding had apparently conferred benefit, and 
had been borne better than the preceding ones. Four teacupfuls of 
blood were taken; the most dreadful fainting followed, with gasping, 
open mouth, and a convulsive action of the diaphragm, and in an hour 
or two death closed the scene. ' 

In the third case which I adduce here, the fatal event was equally 
sudden 


Mrs. ——, aged 33, weakly, was confined of her sixth child, after an 
easy labor, without flooding, at midnight on the 20th of July, 1818. 
During the ensuing day all was well. The lochia were natural; there 
was no alvine evacuation, but the bowels had been open during preg- 
nancy, and twice evacuated during labor. : 

On the morning of the 22d, Mrs. —— took half an ounce of oleum 
ricini ; and at four in the afternoon this medicine was repeated, the first. 
dose having produced no effect ; this, however, induced violent purgi 
occasioned great fatigue, and caused the patient to complain much. "At 
ten o’clock in the evening Mrs. —— was seized with rigor, which was 
violent and continued more than an hour; this was followed by 
great heat of skin, with wakefulness, restlessness, anxiety, sighing and 


moaning. 

At ten on the succeeding morning there were great heat of skin, and 

wae the bottom of the back. Four teacupfuls of blood were taken 

the arm. The symptoms still continued, and at seven in the even- 
ing, three teacupfuls of blood, and at eleven three more, were taken 
from the arm, and twenty leeches were applied to the region of the ute- 
tus for the increased pain. The pain still continued to increase, with 
restlessness, sighing, faintishness, constant necessity for the smelling bot- 
tle, and apprehension of impending dissolution. 

Afterwards, the sympioms being unabated, a physician was consulted. 
About three o’clock, three teacupfuls of blood were again taken from 
the arm, and leeches again ordered to be applied ; an enema was given, 
which evacuated a quantity of feces quite unexpected. In a short time 
she became cold, and the surface clammy, with fainting, gasping 
breathing, &c., and all was done to restore warmth. After an inte 
of three hours the pain was still great. Some opening medicine was 
. But the state of sinking continued; the smelling botile, the 

and fresh air were urgently called for. All the symptoms, except 
the pain, were aggravated, there were gasping, a slight convulsive strug- 
gle, another, and the patient expired. 

In this case, it will be observed that the pain remained unabated, 
even after the last fatal bloodletting. I have reason to regard this as 
denoting not an inflammatory origin of the pain, but the presence of 


aivine contents. 
* 
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I give the last of these cases without comment. For I should be 
sorry to diminish the impression which it is calculated to make upon 
the mind by any observations; and 1 am persuaded that no addition 
can add force to the plain and simple detail of its fatal issue. 

Mrs. ——, aged 35, was confined on the 5th of December, 1818, at 
midnight, of her eighth child. She was delicate, but in good health, 
and bowels were regular. The labor was favorable, but during 
the — six and thirty hours, lingering ; the after-pains and lochia were 
natural. 

- Mrs. —— appeared well on the sixth, and had had a good night; 
but she complained somewhat of the noise in the house, saying that it 
hurried’ and disturbed her. 

On the morning of the seventh, she took an opening draught. This 
induced two unsatisfactory evacuations, with great and continued nausea 
without vomiting ; for this nausea she was ordered a cordial drau 
Soon after taking the draught, Mrs. —— was seized with shivering. 
About eight hours after this, she was found complaining of pain in the 
region of the uterus. Three teacupfuls of blood were taken about 
seven O clock in the evening, and about half after nine four more; ſo- 
mentations, &c., were used in the interval. During the night Mrs. 
was extremely restless, tossing about, wakeful, or with a little dozing, 
some delirium, and hurry and starting on awaking; there were dimness 
of sight; cold clammy perspiration and great coldness of her feet; 
sighing breathing and moaning, fainting, and the necessity for being 
fanned, There were ten motions during the night. 

The next morning Mrs. —— was again, as it were by infatuation, 
bled to three teacupfuls. ‘This measure was followed by paleness, cold- 
ness, cold clammy perspiration, gasping, sighing breathing, and restless- 
ness. A physician was consulted. e pains and tenderness had sub- 
sided, but the patient remained in a state of great lowness. Mrs. 
was again visited in the evening, and wine whey, &c., was prescribed. 
In the night Mrs. dozed, and awoke alarmed ; all at once the eyes 
became fixed, with gasping and sighing, and she expired. 

I would merely add, that such disastrous events could not have oc- 
curred had the safe and simple and efficacious rules which have been 
laid down for the use of the lancet been implicitly adopted. 

(To be concluded next week.) 


SARCOMATOUS TUMOR. 


[From the fourth quarterly report of the Ophthalmic Hospital in Can- 
ton, China, we select the following account of an operation for the re- 
moval of a sarcomatous tumor. The report is drawn up by the Rev. 
Peter Parker, M.D. Other cases will be hereafter copied from this 
interesting document.] 
_ Leang Ashing, aged 27, an artificial flower maker, came to the hos- 
pial August 5th, having an enormous tumor upon the right side of his 
„extending from near a line with the zygomatic process superiorly, 
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to two inches below the sub-maxillary inferiorly, and from an inch be- 
hind the ear, and standing about four or five inches from the side of the 
face. It was 183 inches in circumference. It had been growing for 
more than ten years ; by the application of cautery (the moxa is com- 
monly used) it had been converted into a loathsome ulcer at its apex. 
Though deep-seated, it appeared practicable to remove it. The pa- 
tient’s constitution had not then suffered much, and there seemed no 
objection to delaying the operation till cool weather should return. At 
the expiration of more than two months, the man came back, and to 
my great surprise the healthy countenance had given place to the sallow 
and cadaverous expression of one fast verging to the grave. ‘The tumor 
had become exceedingly foetid, and so decayed internally as to admit a 
oe three or four inches in different directions. After the system 
d been braced up for a short time by a course of tonic treatment, the 
tient was apprized of his situation, the certainty of a speedy death if 
t alone, the possible unfortunate termination if extirpated, and the en- 
couraging prospect that he might live for years if he submitted to the 
operation. He referred it to our discretion. Himself and his brother 
gave a writing, certifying that they requested the removal of the tumor, 
and if successful should rejoice ; but if otherwise, it was teén che nw & 
“the will of heaven,” or fate, and no blame would be incurred by the 
tor. On the 3d of November, assisted by Drs. R. H. Cox and J. 
Cullen, and W. Jardine, Esq., the tumor was extirpated successfully, in 
about nine minutes. Some portions of the masseter and buccinator 
muscles were divided, also numerous small arteries, but two of which 
required a ligature. It weighed twenty-five ounces, avoirdupois, and 
was fast Kae to mortification. Some days previous his bowels had 
been regulated, and twenty minutes before the operation twenty-five 
drops of laudauum were given. During the incisions through the in- 
teguments and the dissecting out of the tumor he did not move a mus- 
cle, change a feature of his countenance, or draw one long breath, so 
that apprehensions were entertained that he was insensible ; but if 
spoken to he answered deliberately and correctly. Subsequently he 
informed me that he was sensible of all that was done, but putting his 
arms across each other, he said, „1 determined not to move.” In 
* the sutures near the ear, he started involuntarily a few times. 
raising him up to change his bloody clothes, he began to faint and 
was threatened with spasms, but soon recovered as he was laid down, 
and carb. amm. applied to his nose, and wine and water administered. 
After being put to bed he complained of thirst. There was some ooz- 
ing of blood from the wound. At 3, P. M., pulse was 120, its average 
for some days before. Treatment: in the evening the patient took congee 
chamomile tea. Pil. hyd., grs. x. and pulv. Dov., grs. v. At9 
o'clock, pulse 96. Patient complained of a swelling on the side of the 
neck; and 1 found that some blood had settled beneath the platisma 
myoides, and on pressure that there was emphysema. Applied a spirit 
over the part. * 
November 4th, A. M. Patient very comfortable. R. ol. rici., one 
ounce. Bowels freely moved during the day, and very little thirst or 
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pain. Emphysema of the preceding night nearly disappeared—pulse 
ranged from 90 to 96. Dover's powder repeated in the evening. No- 
vember 5th, dressed the wound. Its lips had united in several places 
by the first intention. All appeared well, bowels free, Dover's powder 
in the evening. November 6th, pulse 90, all the symptoms improv. 
ing, and the same treatment continued. November 7th, on dressing the 
wound found considerable fcetor like that of the tumor, and a thin un- 
healthy discharge. ‘The coagulated blood thrown off was very black, 
Apparent want of vitality in the part, cleansed it with the chloride of 
lime, applied simple dressings, with a poultice, gave a glass of port 
wine forenoon and afternoon, and three grains of sulph. quinine in the 
evening. November Sth, A. M., dressed as usual, and injected a so- 
lution of nit. arg. and laid a pledget of lint, saturated with laudanum, 
over the whole; P. M., decided improvement: more vitality in the 
parts, free discharge of pus and of a more healthy character, less 

; pulse 96, port wine and quinine continued and a generous diet 
allowed. ‘The above treatment was continued daily; the application of 
the laudanum was decidedly beneficial. On the tenth day from the 
operation, the discharge had ceased and the whole was healed. There 
is partial paralysis of the buccinator muscle, and of the under eyelid ; 
and the lips are drawn a little askew. General health is much improved. 
He seems properly to appreciate the favor he has received, and is very 
ready to tell to rs what has been done for him. 


EXANTHESIS ROSALIA V. PARISTHMITICA (OF A MILD GRADE), 
TERMINATING IN ENTERITIS TYPHODES V. NERVOSA. 


BY r. GLYSSON, M.D., NEWPORT, VERMUNT. 


(Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


I am well aware that the nature of the treatment adopted in the follow- 
ing case will not be sanctioned by a majority of practitioners, for the 
reason that many are so strongly attached to particular doctrines, as not 
to pay much attention to remedies by such considered incompatible with 
their own peculiar notions in relation to the sup nature of the par- 
ticular affection. Such place the highest confidence in the general in- 
structions laid down in the books, and pay but little regard to the varie- 
ties of disease, however much these varieties may differ in their nature 
or type. It is to be admitted, however, that there are exceptions, to a 
certain extent, among the class referred to, but they are few indeed. 

The following case will sufficiently illustrate the mode of treatment I 
have always “ye in this variety of disease. 

C. B., aged 8 and a half years, was attacked, October 23, with the 


symptoms of rosalia, though of a very mild grade. Among the symp- 
toms there was some stiffness of the muscles of the neck ; the lining 
membrane of the pharynx, on examination, presented a bright-red ap- 
pearance. The eruption appeared on the 25th, about the shoulders, 
neck and face; a swelling of the tonsils and parotid gland; a tight 
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hacking cough ; deglutition difficult and painful ; pulse frequent, and a 
— on the tongue; slight chills, attended 2 5— heat oſ the 
skin. Owing to four others of the family being, at the same time, more 
severely sick with the same disease, he did not take any medicine for 
the first 3 or 4 days, except a solution of ext. glycyrrh., 3 ij.; t. anti- 
mony, gts. iij.; ipecac., grs. X; boiling water, giv. Dose, a teaspoon- 
ful once in 5 hours, and inſus. rose leaves for a gargle. This seemed to 
alleviate, in a measure, the burning heat of the skin, and gave relief, so 
that he was comfortable in other respects. 

Oct. 27. I was sent for in haste, but did not arrive until late in the 
evening. He was attacked very suddenly with severe pain in the um- 
bilical region, which, on examination, appeared greatly tumefied, ex- 
tremely “ sore and painful,” and so very severe that the weight of the 
bed clothes could not be borne without those symptoms to an extent al- 
most beyond endurance. Pulse was frequent, weak and slightly corded, 
numbering 123; extreme thirst; tongue covered with a coat of deep- 
brown fur. The eruption had disappeared from every part of the body 
except the inferior extremities. Soreness of the throat and mouth had 
nearly abated ; cough had disappeared; there had been no movement 
of the bowels for the last 24 hours; previous to this the bowels had 
been as regular as usual. Gave Ist, an injection, prepared from senna 
and sem. anisi and spt. tereb., which operated very promptly and gave 
some relief. Gave 2d,a cath. of ol. ricini, one tablespoonful, spts. 
tereb., [ ss., and to be repeated once in four hours until it operated 
freely. Ordered 3d, spts. tereb. to be applied to the bowels, with con- 
siderable friction, once in an hour or two until it produces considerable 
redness of the skin. Gave 4th, a powder prepared of s. morph., gr. 
1-14; camp., gr. 1-2 ; prot. chlo. merc., gr. i., to be given after the opera- 
tion of the physic, and repeated once an hour until the pain had disap- 
— afier that, once in 4 hours. Ordered Sih, mucilage of ulmus 

va to be taken freely, and no other drink to be given. 

W. Physic had moved the bowels twice; but little pain, and tume- 
faction of bowels less ; a slight perspiration ; soft, though frequent, 
and numbering 125; had had some sleep. ve 3 i. of ol. olive, with 
gtts. 20 of spts. tereb. Ordered another cathartic of ol. ricini with spts. 
tereb., to be given at 4 o’clock, and to be repeated once in four hours 
until the bowels are moved. Continue other medicines as on yesterday. 
The application of the tereb. had produced considerable external sore- 
ness of the bowels. 

29. Being detained at another , did not visit him to-day, but 
arrived on Tuesday at 4 o’clock, P. M., and was informed that his phy- 
sic, after two repetitions, operated very powerfully,” bringing away 
large quantities of air, and since then has not complained of pain, 
exceps by turns, and then not at all severe; pulse 120, soft and more 
feeble. ption has mostly faded away. Continue medicines as be- 
fore, except omit giving physic. 

31. Pulse 115; in other respects the same as on yesterday. Con- 
tinue the medicines. The prot. merc. is beginning to affect the sali- 
vary glands. 
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Nov. 1. Decidedly better in every respect. Secretions returning. 
The prot. merc. has produced considerable soreness of the mouth ; but 
very little tumefaction of the bowels remaining; pulse 90, more full. 
Continue medicines as before. 

2. Rapidly improving ; has considerable appetite ; had one move- 
ment of the bowels last evening; since then has had no pain, and is 
able to sit up half an hour at a tine. Continue medicines. 

4. Improving, though has suffered from a diarrhoea since yesterday. 
Discontinue all former medicines, and give 20 gits. of tinct. opii once an 
hour until relief is obtained. 

6. Appears quite well; is able to sit up 3 or 4 hours at a time; ap- 
petite is extremely good. 

8. Continues to improve rapidly ; is able to sit up nearly half the 
time. 

12. Appears as well as ever, though he has not yet acquired the 
usual amount of strength. 

Newport, Vt., January 17, 1839. 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM. 


Tur London Lancet, which has contained reports of the wonderful ex- 
periments in animal magnetism, by Dr. Elliotson, has lately changed its 
tone in regard to the subject. The editor, in the No. for December l, 
thus speaks :— 

“Is it true that any physicians or surgeons of any of the London 
Hospitals are insulting public decency and abusing the confidence which 
has been reposed in them by parents and guardians, by still practising 
animal magnetism on the sick and deluded patients? If there be such 
a hospital—if there be such officers belonging to any establishment in 
London—the sooner the governors take serious notice of what is passing 
in their institution, the better will it be for the interests of the charity, 
and the reputation of the science of medicine in this country. After 
the exposure, the extraordinary, but most complete and effective expo- 
sure, of the folly of believing in the reality of animal magnetism—ac- 
complished to the satisfaction of every sane spectator, at a private resi- 
dence in London—we had thought that the humbug would no longer be 
tolerated in any of our public institutions. If, however, we are cor- 
rectly informed as to what is passing, at least in one of them, we have 
been deceived in this expectation. We have a duty to discharge to 
the profession in this affair, and it shall be executed to its fullest extent. 
The nuisance shall be attacked, the humbug shall be pursued, until it is 
thoroughly and finally abated. Our chief object in writing this gotice, 
is to solicit immediate information on the subject to which it relates. If 
there be such a hospital as the one we have described, the medical 
school with which it is connected must be speedily and irreparably 
ruined, unless the immoral quackery be at once put down by the gover- 
nors, or other controlling body of the institution, in which the heinous 
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enormity against common sense and female delicacy is perpetrated. 
Sincerely shall we rejoice to find that we have been misinformed by the 


reports in question. 
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MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY IN CHINA. 


A mepicat gentleman of Boston has placed in our hands a pamphlet 
with the above title, containing also an Address, with minutes of pro- 
ceedings ;”’ together with several copies of the Chinese Repository 
—the object being to make us acquainted with the benevolent efforts 
which are making in a distant part of the globe by missionary physicians. 

The Chinese are most wretchedly served by the native practitioners, 
who being ignorant of the circulation of the blood, and unacquainted 
with the anatomy of the human body, are wholly unfit to prescribe medi- 
cine. In surgery they absolutely know nothing, if reliance is to be 

on the representation of those who have had opportunities for 
investigation. 

On the 21st of February, 1838, not quite a year ago, a public meeting 
was called by T. R. Colledge, Esq., and the Rev. P. Parker, at Canton, 
for the purpose of organizing a Medical Missionary Society, which seems 
to have been a considerable time in contemplation. The object in 
view by the Society is to encourage gentlemen of the medical profes- 
sion to go to China and practise gratuitously among the people, by afford- 
ing the usual aid of hospitals, medicines and attendants. From the very 
beginning, the support or remuneration of medical men was not contem- 
_ plated by the association. Persons subscribing fifteen dollars annually, 
are members during the continuance of the subscription ; donors to the 
amount of one hundred dollars at one time, are members for life ; and 
donors of five hundred dollars at a time, constitute the directors for life. 
Not far from nine thousand dollars have thus far been subscribed. 

Before the formation of the Society, it seems that Mr. Colledge was 
the owner of a medical establishment at Macao, for it was resolved “ that 
the said building be accepted by this Society, on the liberal terms of 
Mr. Colledge’s offer—and that the trustees be authorized to take the 
necessary steps for the transfer of the property.” 

One individual who has given a decided character to the institution, 
and whose name has been widely circulated as a bold and successful 
practitioner, is the Rev. Peter Parker, an American Missionary. His mot- 
to, like that of his Christian associates, is HEAL THE sick.”’ We have 
called ours a missionary society,” say the committee appointed to draw 
up an address, because we trust it will advance the cause of missions, 
and because we want men to fill our institutions, who, to requisite skill 
and experience, add the self-denial and high moral qualities which are 
usually looked for in a missionary. Men of eminent qualifications and 

character are indispensable for the successful prosecution of the 
work.” Further By the employment of such an agency, the way will 
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416 Birds of America. 
be paved to a higher place in the confidence and esteem of the Chinese, 


which will tend to put our commerce and all our intercourse with this na- 
tion upon a more desirable footing, and to open avenues for the introduc- 
_ tion of those sciences and that religion to which we owe our greatness— 
by which we are enabled to act a useful part in this life, and which fit us 
for the enjoyment of a better life hereafter.” 

In the appendix—for we are drawing liberally from printed docu- 
ments—it is said, “In further illustration of our views, we would 
here premise, that in order to the success of the object contemplated, 
those who engage in it must not receive any pecuniary remuneration; the 
work, throughout, must be, and appear to be, one of disinterested benevo- 
lence. It is indispensable that the men who shall conduct the institu- 
tions be not only masters of their profession, and conciliating in their 
manners towards all classes, but judicious men—thoroughly imbued with 
the spirit of genuine piety, ready to endure gece y and to sacrifice 

rsonal comfort, that they may commend the gospel of our Lord and 

viour, and so co-operate in its introduction among the millions of this 
partially civilized, yet mysterious and idolatrous empire.” 

Thus far these quotations are introductory to a series of remarks on 
the ophthalmic hospital of Canton, to be noticed the coming week. 


“ Birds of America.”—The 4th or last volume of Mr. Audubon, with 
additional plates, and the 4th volume of Ornithological Biography, illus- 
trated by 39 engravings on wood,“ have been sent for the library of our 
General Court, for the Salem Atheneum, for our University, and for the 
Society of Natural History. Mr. A. states, I had been obliged to in- 
troduce a number of species of birds into one and the same plate, but in 
a manner as seemed best to accord with the affinities of the species. In 
August, 1836, the well-known zoologist, Thomas Nuttall, had arrived in 
Philadelphia from a journey over the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific 
Ocean, accompanied by J. K. Townsend, M.D. Nuttall, in his zeal for the 
furtherance of science, and in the generosity of his noble nature, gave 
to me, of his ornithological treasures, all that was new, and inscribed in 
my journal all the observations which he had made relative to the rare 
species which were unknown to me. All this information I have pub- 
lished. I had access to the collection sent by Dr. Townsend, who was 
yet on the shores of the Columbia. I have now published such of the 
species as proved to be new. He returned, next year, after four years 
absence, with a second collection, containing several rare and new birds, 
which I received only a few weeks before my plates were finished. He 
was extremely desirous that everything new or rare belonging to our 
Fauna, should be given to me. What was I todo? Publish them, to 
be sure, to the best of my power. Could the ‘ Birds of America’ be 
finished when new species were undescribed in my hands? All that 
was in my power has been accomplished. All Dr. T.’s species, 
some received through other channels, have been published. To him I 
am indebted for the valuable notes which he has forwarded to me. 


Mortality in 1838.—In Baltimore the deaths were 2691. Of these, 1433 
were males, and 1238 were females. Six hundred and seventy-two were 
colored persons: 146 were slaves. A white woman died at the great 
age of 105 years ; a free colored woman at the age of 103 ; and a white 


— —— — ———ͤ—ä— —e—zbẽ —— — 
— — 
1 
1 
1 
* 


Medical helligence. 417 


man, at 101. Consumption, as usut was the most predominant cause 
of death—410 having died of that disase ; of cholera infantum, 199 ; 
scarlet fever, 141 ; intemperance, 57 ;stillborn, 215; infantile diseases, 
535—an appalling number;—but still vorse, in this age of vaccination, 
71 died of smallpox ! 

In Bristol, R. I., only 64 deaths occrred in 1838—36 males and 28 
females. The greatest mortality in anymonth was 14, in October. 

In New York the whole number of deths in the year 1838, was 7533; 
being 679 less than in 1837. By conswption, 1225 ; marasmus, 470 ; 
cholera infantum, 437 ; convulsions, 638, dropsy on the brain, 368. 
the whole number deceased, 3801 were kite males, 3105 white females, 
$13 colored males, 315 colored females Under 5 years of age, 3836 
(more than half), without including stillsirths. Only one reached the 
age of 100. 


Dr. Fletcher’s Double Truss.— Below 3 a representation of the instru- 
ment without covering, in order to shy more perfectly the different 
parts and their modus operandi. : 


A, the rotary wheel on the under side. B, a small screw which fastens 
the rotary wheel. C, a short steel spring :onnecting the pad to the ro- 
tary wheel. D, the pad, which is convex m the side next the body. E, 
a brass nut, which fills three offices—holdsthe cover to the spring, holds 
the spring to the brass, and serves as a Inob for the end of the long 
strap which goes round the body. F, a screw which increases the pres- 
sure upon the pad as desired. G, a small screw and nut fixing the end of 
the right spring to either of the holes, as represented. I, a loop riveted 
to the hinge part. J,the double hinge. K, the slaught in the end of 
the spring. L, a small nut which holds tte brass to the spring. M, the 
circle in which the pad will move when the small screw, B, is taken out. 
N, the end of the spring after passing through the loop. 

1 will readily be seen that the hinge on the backside will allow of mo- 

in walking, which will be a source of great comfort to the patient; 

and that the size of the spring may be varied, and thus fit different per- 
sons, and yet, when fixed, be perfectly firm. The slaught in the end of 
the spring allows the pad to be moved along the groin and be made per- 
manent at any point ; and by removing the screw, B, the pad performs a 
revolution. Still further, in the short steel spring to which the pad is 
ned, are three holes; thus there is a circle within a circle, until you 
ve three differept sizes. Consequently there is not a spot in the groin 
where hernia usually appears, upon which the pad may not be placed and 
permanently fixed. One other advantage which this instrument has over 
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others, is that when fitted to the deired spot, the Pressure may be in- 
creased as gradually as desired. 


Infantile Diseases.—The treati? of M. Billard on infantile diseases, 
which we announced in a late nmber of the Journal, as being in the 
press, by Geo. Adlard, of New wrk, will shortly after be followed by a 
translation, by Dr. Stewart, of tht of M. Berton, D.M.P., on children, 
from the period of dentition tosuberty. This work, which has been 
published in Paris, with notesby M. Baron, is, like M. Billard’s, 
founded on a great number of chical, physiological and anatomical ob- 
servations, and is intended to eend the system adopted by M. Billard 
tothe whole period of childhoo. These two works will contain a vast 
amount of important facts in thishighly interesting department of medi- 
cal practice, not to be found in ay other treatise. 


Students of Medicine in Harved University.—By a recently published 
catalogue, it appears that the vhole number of gentlemen attending the 
medical lectures in Boston, tle present season, is eighty-five. The 
character of the lectures give the highest satisfaction to all who have 
— privilege of pursuing their medical studies in this long-established 
school. | 


Medical Society of the Disrict Columbia.—At a meeting of the 
Medical Society of the Distret of Columbia, held at the City Hall on 
the 7th instant, the following dficers were elected for 1839 :—President, 
Frederick wp! M. D.; Ist Vice President, Alex. McWilliams, M.D. ; 
2d do. Nathl. P. Causin, M. I.; Recording Secretary, Richmond John- 
son, M. D.; Corresponding do., Thomas Sewall, M.D. ; Treasurer, 
James C. Hall, M.D.; Libraian, Thomas Miller, M.D. Ezaminers.— 
Thomas Sewall, M. D., J. C. Tall, M. D., and Noble Young, M. D., for 
egy City; N. W. Worthington, M. D., Georgetown; O. Fair- 
fax, M. D., Alexandria. The following gentlemen were unanimously 
elected honorary members of the Society. John S. Spence, M. D., from 
Maryland; Louis F. Lion, M D., from Missouri; Luther Reily, M. D., 
from Pennsylvania ; William Taylor, M. D., from New York. 


A Chinese Medical Marim.— In the illustration of duties by the phi- 
losopher Tsang, it is thus written. The faithful minister whose prince 
is sick and requires medicine, will first taste of it himself; when the pa- 
rents need medicine, the son will first try it himself. And they will not 


take medicine of one who has not been a successful practitioner for a 
long time.” 


Cyst in the Breast of a Female.—May 20, 1838, M. Velpeau discharged, 
cured, a young woman of twenty-five years of age, from his wards. ‘Wes 
had been there during the last five weeks on account of a small tumor 
occupying the upper part of the let mammary gland. Before operating 
he considered that its nature was fibrinous, and protiibly originating in 
an extravasation of blood, but afterwards it was f to be an osseous 
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cyst, full of a gelatipous fluid. The wound was longitudinal, and in the 
same course as the s of the great pectoral muscle. Velpeau con- 
sidered the case as rather rare, and that there was no reason to expect a 
return of the disease. London Lancet. 


Tumor N. the Left Spermatic Cord.— A youth, 18 years of age, was 
admitted May 16. There is a tumor occupying the left spermatic cord, 
which, he says, has been visible only during the last eight days. It is 
now of the size of a hen’s egg. It is a cyst, but as to its contents Vel- 
peau canonly guess. It may be serum, but it is not transparent to the 
transmitted light of a candle. It may be an abscess, but then there are 
no collateral signs of such an affection. It is situated about midway be- 
tween the external abdominal ring and the testicle, and is unconnected 
with either. The patient is in good health in all other respects. 

22. To-day Velpeau made a puncture into the tumor with a lancet ; 
a quantity of clear and thin aqueous fluid issued. Compresses of Gou- 
lard water. 


24. The tumor is forming again; injected to-day with tincture of 


31. There is a large, doughy, heavy tumor in the situation of the sac 
of the hydrocele. 

June 8. Discharged cured. There is still a considerable hardness in 
the situation of the hydrocele.—Jbid. 


Medical Miscellany.—In the city of New York one thousand dollars 
have been appropriated for the Northern and Eastern Dispensaries. A 
pamphlet is about being issued in that city, relating to the Kappa Lambda 
Association.— Mr. Combe’s lectures are spoken of highly at Philadelphia. 
A mad elephant was poisoned at Berlin, lately, with Prussian blue, in the 
presence of a great number of physicians. The poor animal sank after 
two hours’ suffering. —A queer book by Mr. Walker, entitled intermar- 
riage, has appeared in England—an edition of it would sell well in 

rica.—Beck’s Elements of Medical Jurisprudence has reached a 
sixth edition in London, with notes hy Drs. Dunlop and Darwell.— Beau- 
tiful copies of the latest works of Portal, the great surgeon of Palermo, 
have reached this country.—One of the botanic quacks, at Philadelphia, 
by the name of Chauncy, has been convicted of murder in the second 
degree. Nixon and Armstrong were also arrested, but were acquitted. 
The crime was procuring an abortion, which killed both mother and child. 
—Dr. Kimball has been appointed physician for the northern, and Dr. 
Bartlett for the southern district, in the city of Lowell.—Dr. Colledge, 
President of the Medical Missionary Society of China, left Boston last 
week, on a voyage to England.—Professor A. T. Thomson has found much 
advantage from the use of elaterium in cases of hypertrophy of the heart. 
Ilg cases of deafness arising from deficient secretion, the following 
formula has been used with benefit: Creosote, 1 drachm ; oil of al- 
monds, 4 drachms. Mix; a little to be inserted in the meatus night and 
Ong? with a camel-hair brush.—Mr. Guthrie, of the Westminster 
Ophthalmic Hospital, in order to ascertain whether an instrument to be 
employed in excising the eye is keen and well set, employs the following 
test: a piece of fing kid-skin is to be penetrated by the knife ; if no 
sound be created in incision then the instrument is fit for service, 
but if the slightest be perceived, it must be laid aside. 
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Notice.—Twenty-seven numbers will be given in ume of the Journal, 
in order that the commencement of the new one — 


that of the first volume. 


Diev,—At Ashford, Ct., Dr. Joseph Palmer, 60.—At East Hartford, Ct., Dr. 
William Cooley, 57.—At Framingham, MS., Charles Walker, M. D., 32, late of 
| — Cape Elizabeth, Me., Dr. Hosea L. Cushman, late of the U. B. A. in 

orida, 31. 


Whole moaned of 6 in Boston for the week ending Jan. 26, 32. Ma Ts 7. 
Of consum wned, l—wounds, |—scarlet fever, 8— infantile, scald, 1—dropey on 
the brain, — ſever, ious fever, I—eroup, 1—introsusception, 1—inflamma- 
tion of the lungs, |—erysipelas, 1—stiliborn, I. 
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USETTS M EDICAL SOCIETY _—COUNSELLORS’ MEETING. 
A stctep meeting of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts Medical Society will be holden at 
room, at the Boston Atheneum, Pearl Street, on eee Februa Ans. at II o’clock, A. 1. 
1.30—1 Recording Secretary. 


ORTHOPEDIQUE INFIRMARY 
FOR THE TREATMENT OF SPINAL DISTORTIONS, CLUB FEET, ETC. 


Ar 65 Belknap Street, Boston. Patients from a distance can be essemmatened with betes tn etm. 
mediate neighborhoud. JOHN B. BROWN, M.D., Surgeon. 

We the tw * of Dr. J. B. Brown’s ad gm of an infirmary for the treatment of 
Affections, Club Feet, and other Distortions of the human body, and will aid him by our 
whenever called — 

John C. Warren, G — Re — Jno. Randall, J. Mason 
fries, John Homans, M ning, Enoch 
Strong, George Parkman, D. XA Storer, George Av. Otis, Sr. - Winslow 7 Low's, Jr., J. L. 
Lane, Edw. Warren, Geo. B. Doane, John Ware, George Bartlett, John Flint. 

Boston, August 1. 1838. tf. 


NEW LEECH ESTABLISHMENT. 
medical profession are hereby informed that the subscriber has made such arran that 
be * to supply them with the best Foreign Leeches, at the lowest murket price. will 


— 7. p in boxes, with the clay in which they were imported. Ph * may be certain that 


ion will be given to their orders. SETH W. FOWLE, ‘ 
Oct. 17—lyeop 33 Prince St. corner of Salem St. Bostes. 


VACCINE VIRUS. 
Parsictans in any section of the United States can procure ton guilt Is charged with Pons Vaccins 
Viaus, by return mail, on addressing the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical n 
one dollar, post-paid, without which no letter will be taken from * post office. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

Tue subscribers are associated for the parpeas of giving a complete course of medical instruction. 
Theic pupils will have regular access to the medical aad surgical practice of the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Hospital. They will be admitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which con- 
stantly presents a large number of important cases, and whereopportunities will be afforded for ac- 
quiring a practical knowledge of compounding and "dispensing medicines. They will be furnished 
with — for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country,. To the 
pupils, particularly to those in the last year of their professional studies, facilities will be afforded for 
acquiring a personal acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice. Instruction by exami- 
nations or lectures will be given in the different branches of medical studies, during the interval be- 
tween the public lectures of the University. Books, and a room with fire and lights, will be furn 


to the students at the expense of the instructers. GEORGE C. SHATTUCK, 
WALTER “CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE 
Oct 31 —eptf GEORGE W. OTIS, Ia. 
WINSLOW LEWIS, Ja. 


‘or the daily use of Physic Su 

and Apothecaries ; being, also, a genera! Medical Directory of the United States. By J. V. C. * 

M.D,, Editor of the Rostan * and Surgical Journal. Published by Marsh, Capen & Lyon, 

W ashington street, J 16. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published eve — 7 


D. CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all commun 

must be addressed, post-paid. It is also published in Monthly 2 each Part containing the weekly 
numbers of the preceding month, stitchedin acover. J. V. C. SMI . Editor.—Price 63,00 8 
year in advance. $3.50 after three — dy — and 84,00 it not paid w year.—A Agents allowed 
every coventh copy — from a distance must be accom advance, 


ference.—Postage the same as for a Newspaper. 
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